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According to scientists 80% fauna fromWG is YET to be discovered
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32 out of 38 species from Amboli and | | out of 12 species from Raigad are endemic and threatened
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WHAT IS OUR ROLE?
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APPROACH

-Understanding that the entire region is
ecologically sensitive

-Macro level planning : protection of catchment
areas, animal movement corridors

- Study and documentation of natural landscape
layers of geology, hydrology, flora & fauna of site
region




POLICIES FOR LAND

- Sensitive areas like grass lands, plateau, rocky
outcrop, biodiversity rich areas to be responsibly
integrated during site planning

-Valleys and slopes in the WG, including its
vegetation should not be modified

- Excavated soil to be treated and reused, as
disturbing any soil causes irreparable damages
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POLICIES FOR WATER

-ldentifying and protecting valleys and streams
however small or big needs to be the primary task
on any site

-No development to be planned in the valleys and
adjoining streams

- Runoff speed to be controlled on all slopes using
sustainable methods
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POLICIES FOR VEGETATION

- Any existing cluster of vegetation and all existing
trees must be protected and responsibly integrated
in the design

-Only native plants to be planted, reference for this
to be taken from nearby forests/ devrai (sacred
groves)

- As a design policy each site should dedicate 10%
land to ‘devrai’ / sacred grove on site itself (similar to
10% open space)
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POLICIES FOR ARCHITECTURE

- Architecture should become integral with
context of the site.

-Time tested traditional spatial elements, wisdom
can be incorporated.

-On sloping sites, possibility of structures raised on
stilts to be explored, such that existing ground
remains unaltered.

-Local materials and construction techniques like
sloping roof structures in bamboo or traditional
timber construction, walls in mud + dried grass,
construction in stone excavated from site need to
be explored
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CONCLUSIONS
-Unique ecosystems are a matter of pride for a nation and conserving
them should be our priority

-A part to whole approach creates a base for a whole to part approach,
for further policy planning. Conservation measures, simultaneously, on
both levels are required.

-By enhancing the ecological integrity of the region, visual beauty of the
region can get further enhanced.

-Responsible development can convince people towards responsible
tourism and hence responsibility towards environment.

- By building a culture of ecological landscapes, monetary sustenance is
ensured at grass root level as local traditional knowledge and resources
are utilized and conserved, which in turn ensures cultural sustenance
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